
  
  
  

Maryland Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Authority   
  

Open Meeting Minutes  
    Wednesday, June 10, 2026  

   
Agenda Item 1  

  
Call to Order/ Welcome:  

  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, David Wilkins at 9:20 a.m. The meeting was held at the Miss 
Utility Conference Center in Hanover, MD.  

   
Agenda Item 2  

  
Introductions:   
  
The Authority welcomed Kevin Woolbright, Chair of the MD/DC DPC. Also in attendance was Pieter 
Arsbergen with the Howard County DPW, Laurence Johnson, Pinpoint Underground,  Anthony  
Gorski, Esq. The Law Office of Anthony G. Gorski, LLC. And Dominic Pope, Gaines and Company. 
  
Agenda Item 3  
  
Roll Call Attendance:  

  
The Recording Secretary conducted a roll call attendance of the Authority members. In attendance were  
Authority members: Tim Kaptein, Ryan Reese, Justin Lowther, Bahareh Inanloo, Rob Keesling, David 
Wilkins and Jennifer Arroyo. Hal Metzler, Keith Dill were absent. Executive Director Michael Jewell and 
Susan Stroud, the Deputy Director were present The Recording Secretary informed the Chair that there was 
a quorum. Executive Director Michael Jewell was asked by the Chairman to proceed with the Agenda for 
the June 8, 2026. Open Meeting.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Agenda Item 4  
  

Approval of Minutes:  
  

The Open Meeting minutes for the May 13 , 2026 meeting was reviewed. A motion was made by   
Vice Chairman Reese and seconded by Secretary Justin Lowthert. The motion carried by acclamation.  
 
 Agenda Item 5 
 
 Hearing # 1 
 
NPV 32119 – Gaines and Company vs WSSC 
NPV Submitted on: 12/31/2020 
Alleged Violations Occurred on: 12/30/2020 
Location: Intersection of Dressage Drive & Frank Tippett Road, Rosaryville, MD 20772  
Violations Cited: 

 §12-126 (a) (1) - Failure to mark if facility is withing 5’ of proposed excavation 
 §12-126 (b) (1) - Failure to mark within 18 inches of facility 
 §12-126 (c) - Failure to mark within 2 business days 

 
The Chairman asked the Executive Director to turn on the recording device at which point 
Anthony Gorski began objecting to the process and the presence of Authority members that he 
felt should recuse themselves. The Deputy Director indicated to Mr. Gorski that he was out of 
order and that his participation was limited to questioning his client when it was his turn to 
speak. Mr. Gorski continued to be disruptive along with Mr. Johnson who read a prepared 
stated claiming that this hearing was “prejudicial”.  
 
The Executive Director asked for a brief adjournment, at which point the proceedings were 
suspended for 15 minutes. The Authority members returned, the recording device was turned 
back on and the Recording Secretary began the roll-call vote in order to establish a quorum at 
9:25 a.m. Treasurer Kaptein, Vice Chairman Reese, Member Inanloo, Secretary Lowthert, 
Member Keesling and Member Arroyo were present. Members Dill and Metzler were absent 
and Chairman Wilkins recused himself. Vice Chairman Reese took over the proceedings and 
asked the Executive Director, Mr. Johnson and Dominic Pope, Gaines and Company the 
Plaintiff to stand and take the oath. 
 
Mr. Johnson then began his list of recusals which included Member Arroyo, because of her 
position with OCCLS a competitor. Ms. Arroyo corrected Mr. Johnson and stated that she was 
the General Manager of the One Call Center, a different company. Ms. Arroyo was asked by 
Vice-Chairman Reese if she could be fair and impartial when adjudicating this case, she 
answered for the record in the affirmative. Next Mr. Johnson cited Secretary Justin Lowthert as 
someone who should recuse themselves because he too works for a competitor. Mr. Jowthert 
was asked by the Vice-Chairman if he could be fair and impartial when adjudicating this case, 
he answered for the record in the affirmative. 
 
 
 
 



At this point, the Vice Chairman asked the Executive Director to proceed with the presentation of 
this case.  The Vice Chairman also asked that the Official Hearing Evidence Packet (Plaintiff’s 
Exhibits 1 through 18) be distributed to the Plaintiff and the Defendant. Mr. Jewell proceeded to 
present his testimony as to each piece of evidence. Once he was finished the Vice-Chairman asked 
Mr. Johnson to proceed with his rebuttal. Mr. Johnson vigorously complained that Mr. Pope, the 
representative of the Plaintiff go before him and  that it was not fair that Mr. Jewell presented Mr. 
Pope’s case for him. It was explained that this was the proper procedure, at which point Mr. Gorski 
stated that it was not the proper way to proceed. He cited old case law regarding the WSSC et al v.   
The MD Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Authority (Case No: 2079, September Term, 
2014) Claiming that there are procedural deficits on the part of the Authority. Mr. Gorski was again 
reminded that he was out of order and Mr. Johnson proceeded to complain that his “civil rights” 
were being denied and that his attorney was being gagged.   
 
Those claims were disputed by the Deputy Director and Mr. Johnson was asked to continue. He 
stated that he disputed the authenticity on Mr. Pope’s time stamp and Mr. Jewell’s assertion that the 
marks in the pictures provided were not fresh. Mr. Johnson offered no proof that he marked. He 
stated that Mr. Jewell couldn’t present someone else’s investigations, that he had no access to his 
files from the case because he no longer worked for WSSC. In addition he stated that the 
employees involved with this case no longer worked for him. Mr. Pope gave his testimony showing 
that the tickets associated with this case were still open after 5 years.  Mr. Gorski asked that the 
Affidavit of Laurence Johnson dated 6/10/26 be entered into the record with addendums. The item 
was recorded as Defendant’s Exhibit # 1 for the three (3) NPVs (32119, 32139 & 32162). ’The 
hearing concluded and Mr. Gorski asked that a Letter written by him dated April 16, 2021 addressed 
to Mr. James A Barron, the former Executive Director, be logged in as Defendant’s Exhibit #2 for the 
two (2) NPVs (32119 & 32139). There was a brief recess before moving on to the next hearing. 
 
Agenda Item 6 
 
Hearing # 2 

    
NPV 32139 - Gaines and Company vs WSSC 

 Submitted on: 04/01/2021 
 Alleged Violations Occurred on: 04/01/2021 
 Location: Intersection of Derby Ridge Rd and Deep Hollow Way, Bowie, MD 20721 
 Violations Cited: 
§12-126 (a) (1) - Failure to mark if facility is withing 5’ of proposed excavation 
§12-126 (b) (1) - Failure to mark within 18 inches of facility 
§12-126 (b) (2) (i) - Failure to use APWA color codes 
§12-126 (c) - Failure t mark within 2 business days 
§12-126 (c) (1) - Failure to report “Marked” the Information Exchange System 
 

The Vice Chairman asked the Executive Director to turn on the recording device at which point 
Anthony Gorski again began objecting to the process and the presence of Authority members 
that he felt should recuse themselves. The Vice Chairman asked both Ms. Arroyo and 
Secretary Lowthert if they felt they could fairly and objectively adjudicate this case. Both 
testified that they could do so.  



The Vice Chairman proceeded to give the Oath to the Executive Director, Mr. Michael Jewll, 
the Defendant Mr. Laurence Johnson and The Plaintiff, Dominic Pope, representing Gaines 
and Company. 

 
At this point, the Vice Chairman asked the Executive Director to proceed with the presentation of 
this case.  The Vice Chairman also asked that the Official Hearing Evidence Packet (Plaintiff’s 
Exhibits 1 through 15) be distributed to the Plaintiff and the Defendant. Mr. Jewell proceeded to 
present his testimony as to each piece of evidence. Mr. Johnson again interrupted with his 
statement regarding the “prejudicial” nature of the hearing etc., Mr. Jewell continued and concluded. 
his testimony. The Vice Chairman turned to Mr. Johnson for his rebuttal, which concentrated on 
procedure not evidence to support his innocence. Mr. Pope then gave his brief testimony and the 
hearing concluded and the recording device was turned off.  The Recording Secretary asked Mr. 
Johnson if she could have a copy of his opening statement since he used it for all three (3) 
hearings. Mr. Gorski asked if he could send it via email and Ms. Stroud agreed.  
 
 Agenda Item 7 
 

Hearing # 3 
 
NPV 32162 - Gaines and Company vs WSSC 
Submitted on: 05/10/2021 
Alleged Violations Occurred on: 05/10/2021   
Location: 16200 Old Central Avenue, Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 
Violations Cited: 

      §12-126 (a) (1) - Failure to mark if facility is withing 5’ of proposed excavation 
    §12-126 (b) (1) - Failure to mark within 18 inches of facility 
     §12-126 (b) (2) (i) Failure to use APWA color codes 
    §12-126 (c) - Failure t mark within 2 business days 
     §12-126 (c) (1) - Failure to report “Marked” the Information Exchange System 
 

The Vice Chairman asked the Executive Director to turn on the recording device at which point Mr. 
Johnson began objecting to the process and the presence of Authority members that he felt should 
recuse themselves. The Vice Chairman asked both Ms. Arroyo and Secretary Lowthert if they felt 
they could fairly and objectively adjudicate this case. Both testified that they could do so. The Vice 
Chairman proceeded to give the Oath to the Executive Director, Mr. Michael Jewell, the Defendant 
Mr. Laurence Johnson and The Plaintiff, Dominic Pope, representing Gaines and Company 
 
At this point, the Vice Chairman asked the Executive Director to proceed with the presentation of 
this case.  The Vice Chairman also asked that the Official Hearing Evidence Packet (Plaintiff’s 
Exhibits 1 through 15) be distributed to the Plaintiff and the Defendant. Mr. Jewell proceeded to 
present his testimony as to each piece of evidence. Mr. Johnson again interrupted with his 
statement regarding the “prejudicial” nature of the hearing etc., Mr. Jewell continued and concluded. 
his testimony. The Vice Chairman turned to Mr. Johnson for his rebuttal, which concentrated on 
procedure not evidence to support his innocence. Mr. Pope then gave his brief testimony and the 
hearing concluded and the recording device was turned off.  The Recording Secretary asked Mr. 
Johnson if she could have a copy of his opening statement since he used it for all three (3) 
hearings. Mr. Gorski asked if he could send it via email and Ms. Stroud agreed.  



Agenda Item 8  
  

 New NPV’s for investigation and review (41)  

a. 15 Marking  
b. 18 No ticket  
c.  8 Due Care  

  
Agenda Item 9  

  
Old Business:  

New Hire – The Deputy Director stated that interviews would begin after today’s Closed Executive 
Session. Member Arroyo asked that we share any Resumes we have left as she too is looking to 
hire a part time person. 
   
Agenda Item 10  

New Business:  

There was no new business to discuss.  

Agenda Item 11   

Motion to Adjourn and Move to Executive session/Next Meeting Date  

At 1:43 p.m., Vice Chairman Reese made the motion to adjourn the Open meeting and move to 
Executive Session, which was seconded by Member Keesling. The motion passed by acclamation.  
  
  
 Next Meeting Date:  

  
The Next meeting will take place on June10, 2026 at the One-Call Center Conference Room at 
9:00 a.m. There will be both Open and Closed Executive Sessions.   
  
  
Respectfully Submitted By:  
Susan A. M. Stroud  
Recording Secretary  


